
27th January 2012 

Dear Parents/Carers, Staff and Governors 

Newsletter 26 

 

Top story of the week is the publication of the DfE official league tables, 2011, in which St Olave’s is: 

 Top Boys’ school (State) nationally for the English baccalaureate 

 3rd best Boys’ school (State / Independent) for GCSEs 

Congratulations to last year’s Y11 boys for this fine achievement. Sticking with the academic theme, as we 

reach the end of January our total of Oxbridge offers for this year has finalised at 25, bringing the 3-year 

total to a best ever of 88. Well done to these and to all our Year 13 students, most of whom have now 

received offers from top Russell Group universities. 

 

I was thoroughly impressed to receive, this week, a copy of the very 1st edition of the Olavian Natural 

Sciences Society Journal. Coincidentally with our 450th Anniversary year and the recent Darwin 

bicentenary, this student-run society was founded in September for students in years 11, 12 and 13 with 

an interest in science. The 1st edition journal contains a fascinating potpourri of articles on Evolution, 

Taxonomy, String theory, Nuclear interactions, Food for Life, New sources of Energy and Can we Live 

Forever? It is no wonder that the society is so popular when you look at the list of talks presented by 

students during the Advent term: 

 Greatest scientific discoveries of the last century - James Teoh and Joe Barrow 

 Extra-terrestrial life -     Sam Bentley 

 The science of flight -     Morgan Roberts 

 Importance of insects -    Asher Leeks 

 Time travel -      James Teoh 

 Immunology -      Tom Russell 

 The future of nuclear energy -   Mounif Kalawoun 

 Maddest scientific experiments of all time -  Sudhir Balaji, Ghajajan Surenthiran, Sam 

Rix & Julin Chandrarajah 

 Deadliest & weirdest diseases known to man - Akwasi Bamfo 

In December the society also hosted its first external speaker, Mr Gavin Hunter, from engineering giant 

Mott MacDonald, who gave a highly informative lecture on careers and environmental consultancy. Well 

done to founding member Asher Leeks and to all the other students who have contributed to the Journal. 

Mrs Marwood, Head of Science, has intimated that we could make copies of the 1st edition available for 

parents, at a cost of about £5; anyone interested should contact her via the school office. 



 

 

The third Kent Junior Chess Association Grand Prix tournament was held at St Olave's on Saturday, with 

good representation by our own students in the under 14 and under 18 sections. Duncan Bell was joint 

winner of the U18s, with Conrad Allison coming third. The Schools' Prize for the day was won by St Olave's, 

who are leading the Grand Prix table after three tournaments. 

Poetry Live! Winner. Eleanor Goodman, 12P, won this prestigious national poetry competition last summer 

and has been invited to the event next month to read her poem. Poetry Live! is an opportunity for students 

to see and hear the poets they are studying at GCSE and gain valuable advice from the examiners. Students 

are given advice about reading and writing poetry and encouraged to enter the Simon Powell Poetry 

Competition. Eleanor’s poem was selected as one of the ten winners. She attended a workshop with Daljit 

Nagra in the summer at the Barbican and received a set of signed books from the poets in the AQA 

Anthology. She will attend the event on 7th February where she will rub shoulders with Simon Armitage, 

Gillian Clarke and Carol Ann Duffy, John Agard or Grace Nichols. Here is her winning entry: 

 

PURPLE 
 
A puce night. 
Dark blue gone bad.  
Whipped air exhaling a swish of sound to catch in my ear, 
Your scream of fear 
A screeching tyre 
The whistle of lungs compressing, a note forced from the bag, 
A lullaby.  
 
A starry mess of hair and toothpaste, spilt and knotted, 
A quivering, withering, shivering wreck, 
Of nerves. Of doubt. Of worry that you 
That me, was gone.  
 
Would not come back to say goodnight or brush my mane, or tidy up with grunts and groans. 
Would not come back to force a pen in my hand to homework sheets or thank you notes.  
Would not come back to read a rhyme, a magic journey before bedtime.  
 
The breath I match to sleep and drive away the deep, unending terror.  
 
You gone I lay in your bed 
But the night stays mauve, battered as your purple cardigan that I have wrapped around me.  
Your smell. Your softness. Your comfort.  
 
A spark of gold into the dark, the light shines out. 
The car door ramming against the metal 
The familiar sound of the kettle 
A thud of your steps to my heart, to the double. 
A smile, a kiss, 
A joy almost worth the trouble. 

 

As part of the 450th Anniversary celebrations we are trying to broaden the impact of the House system. The 

Houses are named after 4 of our founders: Bingham, Cure, Harvard and Leeke. Each student is assigned to 

a house and the aim is to promote cultural involvement in a wide range of enrichment activities by 

allocating points to competitive team or individual activities. These activities cover a wide range of sports  



 

 

but also include News Presentation and Maths (Year 8), Merits, the O-Factor, Chess, Debating and Samba 

Band. We are looking to broaden this canvass still further and any suggestions would be gratefully 

received. I shall be announcing the latest totals in assembly next week but, for now, all I shall say is that it 

is neck and neck, with all 4 houses having just over 2000 points! 

 

Over the next few weeks we shall be awarding School Colours to students who have been nominated for 

outstanding contributions to the school. I am sure all the staff would join me in saying how proud we are 

that so many of our students will be receiving this recognition, either individually or as team members. 

They exemplify the true spirit and ethos of St Olave’s Grammar School. Because of the numbers involved I 

shall publish Year 13 today, in the appendix at the end of this letter, with Intermediate and Junior 

nominations in the next two newsletters. 

 

Yours sincerely 
 

 

 

Headmaster 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see Appendix below



 

Appendix 

 

 Full Colours Team Colours 

Senior 
Prefects: 

Jennifer Cocke,  Udit Gadkary, Charlotte 
Gadsby, Frank Kibble, Jonathan Morris, 
Timothy Munday  

 

Contribution 
to School 
 

Isobel Eaton Cabaret  
Robert Laidlow Cabaret 
Lydia Leather Cabaret 
Udit Gadkary Festival 
 

Alexander Ekong,  Jack Howse, Daniel Morland, Adam Smith, 
Gabrielle Stocker, Matthew Waite, William Dudley, David Duncan 
Festival  
Marko Ristic-Smith, Jack Drabwell Sixth Form Association 
Edward Barker, Daniel Hearn Cabaret  
Anthony Barker, Duncan Bell UKMT Senior Team Challenge 
Edward Wallis Supporting the KS3 Maths Clinic 

Rugby: Richard Adeniyi Jones,  Matthew Holmes  Elliot Bates, Jack Bint, Taylor Cavendish,  Joseph Cobham, James 
Jackson, Frank Kibble, Ryan Murphy, Alexander Openshaw, Simon 
Pimm,  Kiran Preddy , Luqman Randeree , Alexander Robbins, Daniel 
Rogerson  

Netball: Eloise Andrews, Emma Simber  Vanessa Moro, Payal Chheda, Abigail Pottier  

Men’s Fives Anthony Barker, Davin Chandra, Edmund 
Phillips, Harry Ravi, Brian Wang  

Edward Wallis  

Hockey: Shubham Gupta, Edmund Phillips  Jonathan Essam, Ryan Lee, Robert Laidlow, Cameron Sanders, Miles 
Thomas, Edward Vander, Shyam Vadukul  

Football: Daniel Hickey,  Declan Murphy, 
James Murphy, Callum Scotland  

Scott Johnson, Christopher Miles, Joseph O’Brien, Daniel Oldham, 
James Side, Louis Vaughan Williams, Christopher Wickenden   

Squash Daniel Morland  Nahid Wadud  

Swimming:  Christopher Miles  

Basketball: Scott Johnson, Daniel O’Connor   

Table Tennis: Cameron Sanders   

Tennis:  Payal Chheda, William Dudley, Vanessa Moro 

Badminton: Eamonn Cox, Vincent Lam   

Chess: Duncan Bell, Udit Gadkary, John Holden, 
Casper Poole, James Side, Miles Thomas  

 

Music: Edward Barker,  Finnuala Butler, Eamonn 
Cox, Jonathan Essam, William Howarth, 
Robert Laidlow Daniel Morland,  Timothy 
Munday, Thomas Saunders, Thomas Steer, 
Madeleine Stein,  Jack Sutton, Matthew 
Wootten  

Anthony Barker, Elizabeth Foster, Charlotte Gadsby, Daniel 
Hong, Bon Leung,  Mirej Patel,  Marko Ristic-Smith, Adam 
Smith, Louis Vaughan Williams  

Debating: Barney Holleran  Ahmed El-Hussein,  Hannaire Mekaouar, Alexander Schymyck  

Chapel:  Eamonn Cox, Thomas Steer  Jonathan Morris  

Other Clubs & 
Societies: 

Languages Club:  Alexander Czepliewicz , 
Shubham Gupta, Yibo Jin  
Chemistry Club: Charlotte Gadsby, 
Vincent Pang Kaushik Ramesh, Alexander 
Robbins, Matthew Waite  
Amnesty: Lydia Leather, Vincent Pang, 
Harry Ravi,  Harriet Sands, Branan 
Sivanantha 
Medics:  Harriet Millar, Kaushik  Ramesh 
Munga: Barney Holleran  
 

Art Club: Isobel Eaton, Vanessa Moro, Molly Simpson, Branan 
Sivanantha  
Young Enterprise:  Davin Chandra, Udit Gadkary,Rebekah 
Grant, Harriet Millar, Ilyas Morrison, Branan Sivanantha, 
Rosannah Smith, Sean Bossick, Finnuala Butler, William 
Howarth, Robert Laidlow,  Zoe Liu,  Jonathan Morris, Thomas 
Steer  
Bank of England Target 2-0: Payal Chheda, Deeya D’Souza, Udit 
Gadkary, Barney Holleran  
Political Economy Society:  Charles Bowen, John Holden, Barney 
Holleran, Vincent Pang, Miles Thomas  
Medics: Mirej Patel, Brian Wang  
History Society: Matthew Edwards, Jack Sutton, Nahid Wadud 

 

 


